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1878. Minister's language was courteous, and even con-
dilatory, lie firmly refused to concede the point in
dispute. The Russian position in Turkey, not-
withstanding that peace had been signed, was not
altogether secure. The Mohammedan inhabitants
of the Rhodope mountains rose in rebellion against
the proposal that they should be put under a
i 14. Christian Governor, and the Russians lost some
five hundred men in putting them down.

Just before the House of Commons adjourned for
an Easter Recess of three weeks., which was a good
deal longer than usual. Sir Stafford Northcote, in
reply to Mr. Forster, assured the House that
nothing had occurred for some time which either
increased the gravity of the situation, or diminished
the hope of a satisfactory settlement Sir Stafford's
word was considered as good as his bond, and
Parliament separated in a spirit of confidence to
which during the session it had been a stranger.
Indian Next morning the newspapers announced that the
SSercdto Indian Government had received orders for the
despatch of seven thousand Indian troops to Malta.
Immediate explanation of this step was of course
impossible, although the new Secretary for India
Apra 29. declared at Bradford that the " great England, to
whose Ministry he had the honour to belong, was
not prepared to stand by and see a great over-
shadowing cast upon the nations of the world,"
while Mr. Bright alleged at Manchester that the
Premier's object was to sustain "that terrible
oppression, that multitudinous crime, which we call
the Ottoman Government." When the rhetoric
of the platform was exchanged for Parliamentary
debate, Sir Stafford Northcote could only plead the
need of secrecy, and describe an unprecedented, if
not unconstitutional step, as " nothing more or less
than moving troops from one part of the Queen's
dominions to another." The most valuable pos-